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About TRANSIT:

TRANSIT is an international research project that aims to develops a theory of Transformative Social
Innovation that is useful to both research and practice. It is co-funded by the European Commission
and runs for four years, from 2014 until 2017. The TRANSIT consortium consists of 12 partners
across Europe and Latin America. For more information, please visit our website:
http://www.transitsocialinnovation.eu/.

Focus of deliverable:

This deliverable focuses on the topic of game-changers and transformative social innovation, and
consists of 4 part: (1) working paper, (2) discussion paper on policy insights (input for policy brief),
(3) discussion paper of facilitation tool (input for proto-typing tools), (4) workshop report
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Introduction to Deliverable 2.1

This is the first deliverable of TRANSIT’s Work Package 2 on “Synthesis” (WP2). The object of WP2
is to safeguard the relevance and applicability of the Transformative Social Innovation Theory
through “transdisciplinary translation” into “policy insights” and ideas for the development of
“practical tools”. More generally, WP2 Synthesis provides scientific recommendation for
“transdisciplinary translation” across four cross-cutting themes: governance, social learning,
monitoring and resourcing.

Besides these four cross-cutting themes, WP2 has also set itself the task of clarifying the notion of
‘game-changers’ in relation to transformative social innovation. To this end, WP2 has (1) organised
a high-profile workshop on “Game-changers and Transformative Social Innovation”, for which
leading scholars from across the world were invited, and (2) developed a working paper on this
theme, using the Economic Crisis and the New Economy as empirical illustrations. Based on insights
from the workshop and the working paper, two discussion papers were produced regarding
“transdisciplinary translation” into (a) policy insights, and (b) facilitation tools.

Deliverable 2.1. reports on the outcomes of these endeavours, and consists of four parts (see below).
Each of these parts has been/ will be shared as a document (paper/report) in its own right, which
has been/ will be shared with specific purposes and audiences, as specified below.

1. Working paper: "Game Changers and Transformative Social Innovation. The Case of the
Economic Crisis and the New Economy"

This paper has been circulated to and discussed with the participants of the synthesis workshop on
Game-changers & Transformative Social Innovation (1-2 September 2014). Furthermore, the paper
has been presented at the 5th International Conference on Sustainability Transitions. Impact and
Institutions (27-29 August 2014, Utrecht). Moreover, the working paper is shared as a TRANSIT
working paper on the TRANSIT website.

2. Discussion paper: "Insights for Policy on Game-Changers & Transformative Social
Innovation”.

This discussion paper proposes what are relevant insights (so far) for policy. It serves as input for
TRANSIT’s first published policy brief (planned for spring 2015), which is to be deliberated in WP2
in the coming months, informed by (a) discussions on the cross-cutting themes, in particular
governance (WP2), (b) theoretical reviews and conceptual definitions (WP3), (c) first empirical
results from the case-studies (WP4), and (d) insights from the first engagement workshop (WP6).
Furthermore, the discussion paper is to be shared and discussed with a selection of TRANSIT
partners who are interested in co-operating and co-producing policy insights on transformative
social innovation.
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3. Discussion paper: "Exploring Tools for Facilitating Transformative Social Innovation
(TSI). Lessons from Transition Facilitation Methods"

This discussion paper explores how insights from the scientific working paper and the workshop on
game-changers can be useful for the development of ‘tools’ for facilitating transformative social
innovation. Moreover, the paper discusses what one can learn from earlier experiences of applying
‘transition facilitation methods’ when it comes to facilitating transformative social innovation
processes. The paper serves as input for the development of facilitation tools in TRANSIT in WP6,
which is to be deliberated with the other WPs as well as with stakeholders in the first engagement
workshop (February 2015).

4. Report Synthesis Workshop on Game-Changers & Transformative Social Innovation.

This document reports on the outcomes of the first TRANSIT synthesis workshop on
“Transformative Social Innovation & Game-changers” (1-2 September). The workshop report
provides a synthesis of main workshop insights and contestation points. Further, the report
describes some highlights of the paper presentations and discussions, and a summary of the working
group discussions on governance, social learning, monitoring and resourcing. The report has been
circulated to all workshop participants and TRANSIT consortium partners, and it has been posted
publicly on the TRANSIT-website: http://www.transitsocialinnovation.eu/blog/game-changers--
transformative-social-innovation. This website post also includes links to the workshop agenda, the
overview of paper abstracts and a selection of workshop pictures.
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the New Economy.

TRANSIT working paper

By Flor Avelino, Julia Wittmayer, Alex Haxeltine, René Kemp, Tim
O’Riordan, Paul Weaver, Derk Loorbach and Jan Rotmans
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About TRANSIT:

TRANSIT is an international research project that aims to develops a theory of Transformative
Social Innovation that is useful to both research and practice. It is co-funded by the European
Commission and runs for four years, from 2014 until 2017. The TRANSIT consortium consists of
12 partners across Europe and Latin America. For more information, please visit our website:
http://www.transitsocialinnovation.eu/.
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